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6 THE MAYPOLE BUTCHERS 





~  Qur produce is 100% British 
100% Locally Sourced. 
Gold Standard award for Quality 


WINTER FAMILY PACK £40! 


10 x CHICKEN ‘THIGHS / LEGS or 4 x 
CHICKEN BREASTS 
5 x PHICK PORK SAUSAGES 
1% Ib DICED CASEROLE STEAK 
2 lb STEAK MINCE 
2 lb SLOW ROAST PORK SHOULDER 
Aloe AO) ie) 8D) On (0) tab 
1x3 % lb ROASTING CHICKEN 
1 lb HOMECURED BACON 


OIG MAF licele mire (Glhionmemiimitover 
Call 01789 750213 


WELCOME 


Hopefully our picture on the front of the November/December issue of a 
snow covered Chapel Street and Duck Lane didn’t serve as a prophesy for 
the weather we ended up getting in December. Maybe we should have 
opted for something with a blue sky and some sun! 


Our first issue of the New Year contains reports and updates from our 





various clubs and societies and serves as a reminder that there are plenty of 
things going on around the village to get involved with. We also have the 
third part of our series on the River Avon and Welford reflecting back to 
times when the flooded river has caused problems 1n the past; and we report 
on an initiative to establish a Climate Change Action Group within Welford. 
In their regular contributions to the magazine we include Cllr Brain’s 
review of his activities during 2017 on behalf of the village and Cllr Barnes’ 
report contains his support for a rail link to Honeybourne station. 


We’ ve provided an update on the aims and objectives of Welford Matters 





itself and offer up some thoughts on how the team would like to see the 

magazine develop. A key part of the overall work in getting the magazine produced and delivered door-to-door 
is the role played by our group of volunteer distributors and a big thank you goes out to them. We actually need 
a few more helpers to take on the delivery of the magazine - the village is divided up into about 20 individual 
routes so are very manageable and people are only called on every other month to help. A good excuse for a 
walk and getting to meet your neighbours! If you would like to become part of our group please email 


welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Richard 
Dates for 2018 Thank you to our sponsors 
Issue Fovaricice 8 Distribution Welford on Avon Parish Council 


The Parish Church of St Peter 
Simon and Gill Carter 


#11 (May/Jun) 17:00, 4 May 19/20 May Glenis and Eric Dyer 
plus others 


#10 (Mar/Apr) 17:00, 2Mar 17/18 Mar 


TLE AAW) UES, JW 2 Ih We do receive payment from adverts, but it is thanks to the 


sponsors that we can provide Welford Matters to the village free 
of charge. If you, or someone you know, would like to sponsor 
the magazine and help us contine to develop Welford Matters, 
please contact Norman at welfordadverts@gmail.com 


#13 (Sep/Oct) 17:00, 7 Sep 22/23 Sep 


#14 (Nov/Dec) 17:00 2.Nov 17/18 Nov 





WELFORD MATTERS Disclaimer 

Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith 
Distribution: David Nicholls and does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. 


Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | Contributors’ names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically 
requested otherwise 
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Borrador/Magnetico 


Betsy Harmony 


Following the previous year's 
successful event congratulations to all 
those involved in staging another 
great night of live music at the 
Shakespeare on 16th December. 

Betsy Harmony kicked things off 
very professionally with a selection of 
old time favourites and seasonal 
numbers to match her wonderful 
seasonal costume. Roger Dipple (aka 
Jurassic Jack) did a few unplugged 
numbers followed by Helen Pearson 
who entertained everyone with a 
range of well known songs and 
Christmas numbers. 

Gerry Colvin then livened things 
up in inimitable style with his own 
songs incorporating lyrics with local 
connections and much audience 
participation. He soldiered on despite 
a broken string and involved 
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Gerry Colvin 


Helen Pearson 


everyone in his performance. The 
Grimaldi Band, a four piece acoustic 
line up from Worcestershire and 
Warwickshire, were next up with 
their very impressive tight harmony 
vocals in a folk style played on 
guitars, flute and cajun. 

Helen Pearson performed another 
set with her vocals over backing 
tracks and Roger Dipple joined her to 
duet on “I Got You Babe” and “You 
Don’t Bring Me Flowers”. Roger 
then did a few numbers with his own 
backing tracks, including a couple of 
Coldplay hits that went down well. 

Andy Bennet was next performing 
some of his own songs plus the 
Beatles “Don’t Let Me Down” 
despite suffering from a heavy cold. 
He finished his set with a rendition of 
Slade’s classic Christmas song that 


P Jurassic Jack 


Andy Bennet 





everyone joined in with. 

Finally a four piece band - 
Borrador Magnetico topped the bill 
with some high energy well known 
numbers including “Born to be Wild” 
and “I Saw Her Standing There”. A 
couple of encores wound things up 
just after 11.00 pm. 

All agreed the evening was another 
great success and raised an impressive 
£575 for the Shakespeare Hospice 
through donations and a raffle on the 
night. 

Thanks as usual must go to Will 
and Haley at the Shakespeare for 
hosting and supporting the event, 
Roger Dipple for providing the sound 
system and for the above write up and 
particularly to Simon Hart for 
organising and coordinating 
everything. 





With Spring just around the corner, 
before long the Open Gardens 
Weekend will be upon us. 
The Welford Open Gardens 
Weekend this year will be on the 
23rd and 24th June from 2pm until 
Spm. 

It seems like ages away but in the 
next month or so spring bulbs will be 
in flower, and it will be time to start 


thinking about opening your garden 
as we only have 3 gardens signed up. 
We really need another 3 or 4 more 
gardens to open or there is a danger 
than we might have to cancel this 
annual event that raises much needed 
funds for National Cancer charities. 
Gardens of all shapes and sizes are 
welcome as all gardens have interest 
to other keen gardeners — so don’t be 
shy — you are going to spend time 
nurturing your garden anyway — so 
why not share your efforts for a good 
cause. 

Please consider opening your 
garden this year and get in touch as 
soon as possible for more details. 
Many thanks 
Peter and Sue Hook 
Open Garden Co-Ordinators 2018 
Telephone: 751400 
ashcottagewelford@gmail.com 


Safer Neighbourhood Team 


An update from our Police Community Support Officer 


Happy New Year to you all! I hope 
that the Christmas and New Year 
period was an enjoyable one for you 
spent with friends and families. 
Thankfully crime figures have been 
low over the period with only 9 
incidents reported within Welford 
since the start of December 2017 and 
only one of these incidents being a 
burglary. 

Therefore as we start to go into 
2018 it continues to be a period 
where we ask the public to remain 
vigilant and ensure their properties 
and personal possessions are kept 
secure. Within recent weeks we have 
seen a couple of garage break-ins in 
villages near to Welford and power 
tools and garden machinery being 
stolen. As some general advice 
should you be concerned about theft 
of your own power tools or garden 
machinery then obtain a permanent 
marker that will be a highly visible 


colour. Then write your postcode and 
something that uniquely refers to 
your property such as house number 
on the item. This idea of 'overt' 
marking causes issues for potential 
thieves as firstly 1f property 1s stolen 
it allows Police Officers to easily 
reunite 1t with owners and secondly 
will make the item less sellable if 
they cannot remove the postcode 
from the item without defacing it. 
As a final point as a Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, we are 
continuing to receive complaints 
regarding Poaching across the Team 
area. Can I urge people to report this 
to the Police should you witness any 
suspicious activity either on 999 or 
MG. 
Here's to a good 2018! 
Becky 
PCSO 6093 Rebecca Morris 
07890 512300 
01789 444816 


Community 


Memorial Hall Update 


December the 16th saw the Annual 
Memorial Hall Christmas Party, 
which was again a great success. 

Despite slightly reduced 
numbers, around 60 villagers and 
friends entered into the Christmas 
spirit a little later in the month than 
usual and a great time was had by 
all. 

Alan Smart coordinated the now 
traditional rousing rendition of the 
12 days of Christmas which was 
followed up by some traditional 
Christmas Carols 





We were entertained again by 
Dave Simms Disco after the food 
was served, allowing for a good old 
chin wag, before launching into a 
great mixture of Christmas and 
Party classics ensuring that 
everyone hit the dance floor until 
late. 

The Hall Committee would like 
to thank all those who attended for 
kicking Christmas off to a fine start, 
and to thank all who donated raffle 
prizes, to help cover the costs and to 
thank Southerly Park Estate for 
again supporting us with a fine tree 
this year for the village. 

As you read this the Hall toilets 
should have been refurbished into 2 
unisex toilets to help balance the 
utilisation and improve the hand 
washing /drying equipment. 

Look out for further updates to 
the facility in the coming months. 
If you have ideas or interests to get 
more out of the Hall, please let us 
know at: 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com. 
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For all your electrical requirements 


BS/6/1 Part P Registered 


Phone: 01789 750861 


Mobile: 07970 138451 


6 Chapel Close 
Welford on Avon 








"BAYMOT 


= Building and Construction — 
Registered 40 years August 2014 


Se 


e HOUSE EXTENSIONS * 
e ALTERATIONS 
| e COTTAGE RENOVATIONS =» 
Free estimates 
Plans drawn & submitted 


Complete reliable service 


= Loxley House, Barton Road, Welford 

M07771 541 305 or 01789 750 900 Vv. 
ie baymotconstruct@aol.com EMB 
BS, _ www.baymot. com ! 
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We already look after over 
and we'd love 
to bring your lawn to life too! 


We offer seasonal ‘weed and feed’ treatments 
that will keep your lawn looking lush, green and 
weed-free. 


_ We also provide: 


/ Hollow-tine aeration 

/ Scarification 

/ Oasis water conserver 

/ Lawn pest & disease control 
/ SlowMow - growth regulator 


GreenThumb 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 
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Community 


History Society 


- Feedback from recent meetings 


Our meeting on Friday 24th 
November, entitled, ‘The Stratford 
and Moreton Tramway’ was well 
attended. Fifty one members of the 
Society came, along with eleven 
visitors, two of whom joined the 
Society that evening. As a result 
fh, our membership has now reached 
i 108. Jackie Checketts ably assisted 
by Paul Cooper & Brad Plimmer 
gave a fascinating account of how 
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Proposal for a Climate Change Action Group 


Are you concerned about climate wildflower meadow or nature the Stratford and Moreton 
change and its devastating effects? reserve within our village, tramway came to be built and the 
Are you worried about increased supporting community groups and vision shown by our own local 
pollution and traffic congestion? buildings to become greener, liaising railway pioneer William James 
Would you like to contribute to with local stakeholders such as the (1771-1837) 
shape a better, sustainable future for local school, the Flood Action The most recent meeting on 
our village? Group, the Allotments Association, Friday, 26th January, was entitled 
We would like to set up a Climate Sports Club, Memorial Hall, local ‘Victorian and Edwardian 
Change Action Group in Welford. government and local businesses, Photographers in Warwickshire’. 
This initiative is about empowering among others. A resume was given in the 
people in our community to be able If you would like to take a stand November / December issue of 
to shape campaigns and take action against climate change and make Welford Matters. Unfortunately 
against climate change on theirown Welford a model for successful due to the timing of this January / 
or as a group. The group would environmental actioning in rural February issue, we are unable to 
support projects which reduce the Warwickshire, we would love to give any feedback at the time of 
carbon footprint of our village, while hear from you! going to press. 
helping to adapt to environmental Please contact Manuela Perteghella Hope to see you at our next 
changes: for example, planting a 07741010677 meeting (details on page 17). 
community orchard, establishing a m.perteghella@gmail.com Brad Plimmer 


A Happy Christ-meows 


Avon Cat Rescue had a fruitful Christmas receiving 
hundreds of donations of pouches, tins, toys and blankets 
for the cats. We were even given some shoe boxes full of 
goodies. People are so kind. 

It is also the time of year when stray cats turn up on 
doorsteps and pets may lose their elderly owners and need 
taking in. Some of these cats may be elderly themselves ¥.- | 
and can be quite traumatised and need lots of TLC before MF ho QL) = | ’ 
they can be rehomed. a -_ 


er. 
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Cy Gras 


Then as soon as one cat finds a new home, another will Our next event is the Jumble Sale on Saturday 17th 
arrive, so it is very busy for us and we have to prioritise February at the Memorial Hall. This is a good time to have 
urgent cases. a clear-out so do come along and support us. It starts at 

We are in the process of improving our old cat pens 2.00pm. There is always an amazing array of bargains. 
which were in a poor state. See you there. 

The weather has held us back slightly but hopefully the Rosemary Spicer 
cats will have some new accommodation by the Spring. www.avoncatrescue.org 
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ANOTHER NEW YEAR 


Apart from a few days 
towards the end of 2017, this 
winter has (so far!) been 
relatively mild. By the time 
this edition of the magazine 
is in print the hours of 
daylight will have increased 
noticeably — with every week 
after 21st December we get 
an extra 15 minutes of light 
morning and evening. 

This time last year I 
described the brave flowers 
that brightened the winter 
months, but of course there 
is also the “greenery” which 
provides the whole 
background to a garden. 
Holly, of course, has been to 
the fore over Christmas, but 
some holly is particularly 
cheerful like the beautiful, 
variegated Ilex “Golden 
King’, that has the added 
bonus of being without 
spiteful prickles! 

Other variegated foliage 
plants include silver-edged 
Euonymus ‘Emerald Gaiety’ 
or gold-edged Euonymus 
‘Emerald ‘n’ Gold, and 
many varieties of ivy. Pieris 





and pittosporum offer a wide 
choice of cultivars with 
variegated foliage (Pieris 
japonica ‘Little Heath’ or 
Pieris ‘Flaming Silver’ and 
Pittosporum ‘Irene 
Patterson’, ‘Wendle 
Channon’, ‘Elizabeth’ or 
tobira “Variegatum’ for 
example), as do cordylines 
such as ‘Torbay Dazzler’, 
hebes (Hebe ‘Rhubarb and 
Custard’ or Hebe ‘Frozen 
Flame’), Eleagnus pungens 
maculata, daphnes (Daphne 
odora ‘Rebecca’, Daphne 
odora aureomarginata, 
Daphne “Mai Jima’), 
Coronilla valentina 


variegata, and photinias 
(Photinia ‘Pink Marble’ and 
Photinia ‘Pink Crispy’ are 
recent additions to our 
patch). There is also, of 
course, the old favourite 
“spotted laurel’. 

However, too many 
variegated plants together 
will appear “busy’’, but not 
everything has to be green. 
A patch of gold can be 
introduced with the superb 
Choisya ternata ‘Sundance’, 
Pittosporum *‘Warnham 
Gold, Hebe ochracea ‘James 
Stirling’ or Lonicera nitida 
‘Baggeson’s Gold’. Purple 
splashes can be introduced 
with plants such as the 
diminutive Pittosporum 
‘Tom Thumb’, or 
Pittosporum tenuifoltum 
‘Atropurpureum’, or Cotinus 
cogeyegria ‘Royal Purple’, 
while silver foliage will 
lighten the garden if you 
select Lavandula x 
chaytoriae “Richard Gray’, 
Convolvulus cneorem, Hebe 
recurva ‘Boughton Silver’, 
Euryops acreus or Artemisia 
‘Powis Castle’. 

It is possible, too, to 
introduce blue into your 
foliage palette, as some 
conifers are a superb steely 
blue — see Abies concolor 
‘Glauca compacta’, Abies 
koreana ‘Kohout’s Ice 
Breaker’, Picea pungens 
‘Hoopsii’, and Picea 
pungens ‘Koster’. Ashwood 
Nursery at Kingswinford 
have a superb range from 
miniatures growing only to 
50-60cm up to specimens 
which will reach 100’ plus, 
to cover every position in the 
garden. > 
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GRAFTON 
DEVELOPMENTS 


A trusted building contractor established since 2002, providing 
quality extensions and alterations from design to completion. 


Listed building works undertaken, with all works fully insured. 
Many high level local references available upon request. 


- STRATFORD 
Orage SELF STORE 


from 


CO. UK 


Renovating? | 
Moving house? : 
Need space? 
Downsizing? 


Too mies 
paper ammansalaaie atic 


_— R24 Range of unit sizes available 
4 Top security 
: a4 | 4 24 hour access available 
: 4 NO access charges 


_ 8 NO long term commitment 
VAN HIRE 


Various van sizes available 
Half & full day hires 
£4 Very competitive rates 


Please contact Mr Nick Bromley for any enquiries 
80 Victoria Road, 

Bidford on Avon. 

Alcester, B50 4AR 


email - nbromley83@yahoo.co.uk 
tel - 01798 491214 or 07740431702 





Looking Tor BIINAS, 
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Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-for-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 

You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 

Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're | Verticals | Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | Pleated Blinds 
a Which? Trusted trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Wood Venetians | Roof Light Blinds 

Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio — to your home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 

weekend. See the latest styles | 
fitish. Ma deg 














el micwels 


01789 490889 





with no aden ALVICG is free, 












i. expert fitting Our Wilalell l= 

—— ~y is free” 0796/7 480359 
) 

a Visit us online at WWW. ie] ell | ales Gla U k 





If you find that you could buy the same 
F quality of product and standard of service, 
Fitted Di little aS" at a lower genuine cost from any other 
— Free fi excludes Ex in Cotlections, “We price match oh local competitors written quotations, 
el local supplier, we'll match the price.” soit eae aac at cee Lie cea esata 


Thomas — Interiors 


Salford Priors, Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 8XP. 






Finally there are the 
trees/shrubs whose leaves 
change colour totally in 
winter. We have a 20-foot 
“dwarf” conifer called Pinus 
‘Gold Coin’, bought 30 years 
ago from Blooms of 
Bressingham (Adrian Bloom 
specializes in conifers), 
which although a normal 
dark green in summer turns 
brilliant gold every winter. I 
should mention that some 
conifers can reach 200-300ft, 
so the “dwarf” description is 
technically correct — if you 
are looking for tiny conifers 
the adjective to seek out is 
“miniature”. Cryptomeria 
japonica *Vilmoriniana’ is a 
slow-growing dwarf conifer 
whose normally green 
needles turn reddish/brown 
in winter. 

It is always best to see 
plants “in the flesh’, as it 
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setting before you make your 
final purchasing decisions. 
Goll’s Nursery near Salford 
Priors always has a wide and 


excellent selection of plants 
in tip-top condition, and their 


£ 





prices are extremely 
reasonable too. If you can 
get to Ashwood Nursery, 
their conifer selection is 
totally outstanding and all 
their plants are of the highest 
quality (they have a superb 
tearoom and gift-shop, too). 
Many of the best selections 
can be seen growing in 
“John’s Garden” which is 
open regularly for charity 
and which is at the rear of 
Ashwood Nursery. 

At both of these nurseries 
you will find very helpful 
and knowledgeable staff — so 
important when you are 
selecting the permanent 
features for the garden. 
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Gardening 





were, preferably in a garden Glenis Dyer 
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Your Local Leading Supplier of Waste Management Solutions 






Aggregates Site Waste 


Skip Hire Site Tippin 
P ga & Topsoil Reports 


Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 





Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 


, Y 01386 841181 Qo Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU pte T 7 Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 








Christmas and New Year with 
St. Peter’s Church 


There were plenty of opportunities to get together with St. 
Peter’s over Christmas and New Year. The snow meant 
that the planned celebration of the re-opening of the 
church building with Bishop Robert on 10th December, 
and Messy Church that afternoon, had to be cancelled. 
However, those who were able to get to the church on the 
Sunday morning shared communion together, followed by 
canapes and ‘fizz’ in the newly refurbished building. A 
few people also popped in for afternoon tea later in the 
day. 

In a church adorned with red and gold flower 
arrangements a ‘Messy’ Nativity was held on 17th 
December when people of all ages came together, many in 
fancy dress, to celebrate the birth of Jesus. There were lots 
of opportunities to join in and the short service was 
followed with Christmas craft activities for the children 
and refreshments for all. 

The Carol Service in the evening again saw people of 
all ages coming together. Readings were interspersed with 
meditations from ‘Mary’, ‘Joseph’, ‘the Innkeeper’ and 
‘John the Apostle’ who told the Christmas story through 
personal reflections. The Community Choir joined regular 
choir members to sing two carols by Graham Kendrick — 
‘Thorns in the Straw’ and ‘The Candle Song’. And, of 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


course, there was time to be sociable over mulled wine, 
soft drinks and mince pies at the end of the service. 

Carols abounded on Christmas Eve with Community 
Carols in the Memorial Hall. Paul and the Christmas Eve 
Band led us in our singing with the now traditional 
accompaniment from the children’s band of drummers and 
a ‘guest appearance’ of a slightly smaller version of the 
Community Choir. Flowers were presented to Rev. Ros 
Murphy, who will be taking on a reduced role in the 
coming year and so will be handing oversight of the 
Methodist Church in Welford to a different minister. 

Holy Communion was celebrated between 11 p.m. and 
midnight on Christmas Eve in St. Peter’s and the following 
morning a family service celebrated the arrival of Jesus the 
Light of the World with rainbow making prism glasses! 

An opportunity to get together for an ‘after Christmas 
Tea’ was enjoyed by those who attended on Thursday 28th 
December in St. Peter’s Church Rooms. A delicious 
spread of sandwiches and cake was provided with an 
endless supply of tea. A pleasant and sociable time was 
had by all! 

If the bell ringers had been given a mince pie for every 
time they have been up and down the tower steps over the 
Festive period they would probably be struggling to fit 
through the door at the top by now!! As always the bell 
ringing team are happy to hear from potential new ringers. 

If you have not had chance to see St. Peter’s Church 
since the refurbishment come along and take a look. The 
Bishop will now be visiting on January 21st when there 
will be a Family Communion Service at 10.30 a.m. to 
mark the re-opening- all are welcome. 

Rev. Ros Grenhalgh 
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Welford & Weston.on Avon & 
, Memorial Hall 
4 


4 “i for using the Memorial Hall . S EA N FEE N me 


: / uUrnilure 


Community use: 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £40:00 


sori ye pasdemipians ok Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 


Altenjetively - by prior arrangement Restorer of Fine Antiques 

Sessions less than 4 hours: £10.00 per hour plus a one-off 

Hall set up fee of £10.00 for each booking : : 

(ie 1hr = £20.00, 2hrs = £30.00) Multi award-winning Master Craftsman 


Berry Hill Studio 
| eee, Weston-on-Avon 
Commercial use: beat 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £80:00 Stratford-on-Avon 
Each Additional Hour £20:00 : ee S eae ieee 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 


To book, please call 07821 330 362 
Hayley Robinson 
07548 129880 enquiries (@seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture. co.uk 





Finishing Touches 
<>— Interior Soft Furnishings —<—S” 





Curtains & Pelmets « All Types of Blinds « Shutters 
Bespoke Poles & Tracks « Headboards & Chairs 
Bedspreads « Extensive Range of Fabrics & Wallcoverings 
Voiles & Trimmings 


Free Estimate & Design 
Full Measuring & Fitting Services 


Call Michelle on 01789 751899 


LEFULLTUUr ri on 1 cr ; a cr tr F L To eee iy ." 
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Finishing Touches 
Apple Edge, Headland Road, Welford-on-Avon 





New Year’s Resolutions! 


I wonder how many of you made a New Year’s 
Resolution and if you did I wonder how long it lasted? 
Maybe you’ ve already broken it or perhaps it’s going to 
be something of a complete life change, which means 
you'll never go back to the previous way of doing 
things? 

A survey from an American University suggested 
that a surprisingly high 75% of resolutions would last a 
week, and an equally surprising 46% would last for six 
months. Apparently if you’re younger your chances of 
success are better. Four in every ten people in their 
twenties will achieve their resolution, but if you’re over 
50, it drops dramatically to below 15%. 

The list of the ‘top ten’ New Year’s resolutions 
contains the usual suspects like losing weight, stopping 
smoking, staying fit and spending less but my favourite 
was to ‘help others in their dreams.’ 

‘Helping others in their dreams’ - I wonder what that 
actually looks like? 

Of all the resolutions on the list, this is the only one 
that is focussed away from the person who makes it. 
I’m not suggesting that self improvement is a bad thing, 
and certainly if we believe that God has created his 
world for his creation and we should take care of it, 
then looking after ourselves comes under that remit. 

But putting the interests of others ahead of our own 
is fairly central to the way that Jesus calls us to live. 
God first. Others second. Ourselves last. 

The church as a community of followers of Jesus 
Christ should also have dreams (or a vision) and I hope 
that you join with me in desiring to see our 
communities transformed, having an eagerness to see 
lives changed, and more than anything, having a 
desperate longing for friends and family to know God 
in the way that we do - as Saviour and as friend. May 
2018 be a year in which we see that resolution realised. 

So wishing you all a blessing filled New Year where 
your dreams are realised. 

Rev. Ros Grenhalgh 


Family Services at St. Peter's 


Mothering Sunday - 11th March 
and 
Easter Sunday - ist April 


Starting at 11am 
A short family friendly service will be followed by 
activities for children and refreshments for all 


All are welcome 





The Parish Church of St Peter 





. Mix is for people with additional 
Mi i X needs, their families, 
friends and carers 


* Mix is about us and God 

* Mix has got food, drinks, music, drama, 
story telling, arts and crafts 

* Mix is free and it’s for all ages 

* Mix is on the 3% Sunday of the month 
(except April and August) 

* Mix starts at 3.30 in the afternoon 

* Mix lasts an hour and a half 

* Mix is at the Barn, Waterloo Road, 
Bidford, B50 4JN 

* Mix works in partnership with local 
Christian churches 


MIX dates for January to March 2018... 





sundays - 21st January, 18th February, 18th March 


If you normally need the support of a carer, please bring 
them too 


Flyers for MIX are available on the shelf near the door 
in St. Peter’s Church, Welford 


To find out more 


e-mail Ruth (ruth.shipman@googlemail.com) 
or phone Yvette (01789 750006) 
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Anne McMahor” 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


Documents going overseas for individuals 
or businesses: 
* Powers of Attorney 


* Confirmation of facts H OWARD WALTO N 


Inheritance documents 

Spanish translations P AINTER & D ECORATOR 
Certified copy ID and qualifications 

Consent to travel 

Legalisation (Apostille) 


- * _ * * 
ay tte ete ae ee 


HONEYBOURNE ROAD. BICKMARSH 
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs): 

“ Home visits by arrangement 
“ Friendly & efficient service 


. Competitive rates O1/789 //4/29 


For more information ring me on 07769 655413 O7FV9OA 2?PBP15 


or email: info@annemcmahon.co.uk 


www.annemcmahon.co.uk 


Peter Clarke 


Peter Clarke & Co LLP, Estate and Letting Agents, Chartered Surveyors 


Six offices serving South Warwickshire and the North Cotswolds 


Residential Sales and Lettings 

Land and New Homes 

Property Management 

Commercial 

Valuations and Homebuyers Reports 


Stratford upon Avon 01789 415444 Leamington Spa 01926 429400 Wellesbourne 01789 841114 
Shipston on Stour 01608 260026 Chipping Campden 01386 770044 Henley in Arden 01564 795757 


www.peterclarke.co.uk 





Local History 


OLD TIME SCHOOLING 


The Best Days of your Life... 


Our next meeting is on Friday, 23rd March. The topic of this illustrated 
talk is ‘Education & Schooling in Welford and Weston’, and the speaker 
will be myself, Brad Plimmer. The meeting will be held at the Memorial 
Hall, at 7:30. Visitors are welcome, at a charge of £3 for the meeting. 


I will try to cover the roughly 500 
year period from the mid 16th century 
to the present day, though clearly we 
have more archive material for the 
more recent past. Included with this 
article are two items from our archive 
which could give you a taste of the 
sort of thing that will be covered. 

I live with my wife Anne in a 
house called The Hollies on the High 
Street. Just over 200 years ago, in 
1809, James Mills and his wife, 
Mary, moved into this same house as 
a newly married couple. They were 
very productive in more ways than 
one, and their first five children were 
all girls:- Elizabeth born in 1810, 
Sarah born in 1811, Rebecca born in 
1812, Mary Ann born in 1813 and 
finally Susanna born in 1814. 

There was no village school in 
Welford in the early 1800s. That 
didn’t materialise until 1851. 
However, James and Mary clearly 
understood the importance of 
elementary education for their 
daughters, and so they used the 
services of a Miss Mary Hodgkins 
who ‘taught school’ at a cottage next 
to The Yews on High Street. We have 
one of her beautifully written 
accounts from June 1823 in the local 
history Society archive, and it can be 
seen at Attachment 2. At the time 
Rebecca was almost 11, and doing the 
three ‘Rs’, Reading, Writing and 
Arithmetic and also Grammar. Her 
younger sisters, Mary Ann, aged 
almost 10 and Susanna who was 
nearly 9 were just given reading 
lessons. As you can see private 
education was relatively expensive 
even in those days. Although Miss 
Hodgkins’ writing is perfect, the same 
cannot be said for her spelling. (A 


prize will be given by the editor, to 
the first child in the village aged 1 lor 
under who spots 2 spelling errors 
from the account). (No prizes will be 
given to adults who spot any spelling 
or grammatical mistakes in this 
article!) 

You may be wondering what Miss 
Hodgkins was like. Well fortunately 
we have in the archive a photograph 
of Miss Hodgkins, which is believed 
to have been taken in the late 1850’s. 
This shows her as an elderly lady of 
character, dressed in a voluminous 
black and white spotted silk dress, 
wearing a lace cap and with a lace 
scarf, seated in a higher than usual 
chair, with a crutch at her side. The 
photo was used in the Stratford 
Herald in 1936. (See Attachment 1) 

If this taster has made you 
interested to learn more on the subject 
of the History of Education and 
Schooling in Welford and Weston, 
then come along to our meeting on 
Friday 23rd March. You will be made 
very welcome. 
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Miss Mary HODGKINS “ taught a school” at 
the cottage next to The Yews, Welford-on- 
Avon. This photograph was taken probably 
#0 years ago, and belongs to Mr. H. M. Wood- 
ward. (See “ Ripples on the Avon,” page 3). 
We hope to see you at the March 
meeting. 

Kind regards 


Brad Plimmer 


Mike Banning-Lover 750480 
Christine Harby 01926 490782 


Sue Hook 751400 
Mike Kearsey PSS Se 
Paul King POOUZS: 
Brad Plimmer 750716 


| Attachment 1. (above) 

This newspaper cutting came 
from the Stratford Herald, 
August 28th, 1936. 


Attachment 2. (left) 

The accounts submitted by 
Miss Mary Hodgkins in June 
4+ 1823 for the ‘schooling’ of 
Mr. James Mills’s three 
youngest daughters. 
Apologies for the fact that 

| this is a bit difficult to read, 
but please remember that it 
was written almost 200 years 
ago. 
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Nightingales 


Landscapes & Fencing 


Pre-loved fashion 
Co buy or sell 


All types of hard and soft 
landscaping; drives, patios, / “Sp 
pergolas, planting, turfing, thes v 

hedge and grass cutting, ) wardrobe 

clearances & all types of 
domestic fencing 


Our opening times are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 10.00am-4.00pm 


No job too big or small | Callus on 01789 750551 
| or visit us online at 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


The Old Post Office, Church Lane, 


Tel: 01 789 751 542 Welford on Avon, Warwickshire 
Mob: 07775 645223 


Call Alan for a free, no obligation quote 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 
CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Counters 


: Accounts Cloud Accounting 
Chartered 
Management Taxation Bookkeeping & VAT 


Accountants Management Accounts Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 


Planning & Budgeting Business Start Up 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 
www.countersconsulting.co.uk 


01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 





1st Welford On Avon Scout Group 


Our Scouts had a very active few weeks before 
Christmas with working towards their Chef’s badges, as 
well as working on some problem-solving activities. 
They also had a fun games evening where everyone 
came dressed in something Christmassy and brought 
some food they had made, they also brought a donation 
to support the Shakespeare Hospice Jolly Jumper 
campaign. We were delighted that two of our Scouts, 
Sam Morris and William Wheeler, gained their Chief 
Scout’s Gold Award at the end of term. Well done to 
both. 

Sadly the Beavers and Cubs found that their 
activities were cut short by the bad weather before 
Christmas. The Cubs did manage to meet for their last 
evening of term and enjoyed an evening in the Heart of 
England Forest in Dorsington, hunting for glowsticks in 
the dark. The evening ended with hotdogs and hot 
chocolate — very welcome refreshments on a cold 
winter night. 

There have been numerous changes to the leadership 
team. We were very sad to say goodbye to Kate 
Morris, who was very brave in starting up the Scout 
Section and she has now decided it is time to step 
down. Louise Wheeler and Jonathan Smith are staying 
with the Scout Troop and will be joined by Stuart 
Formby, who 1s moving up from the Cub Pack, and 
Will Gough, who has come back to the Group. Will 
was one of our Scouts some time ago before he went to 
University and we are delighted to welcome him back 


as a leader. 
Opie. 
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7 = i 
EY 


We are grateful to Jack Bartholomew and Rachel 
Clayton for their time leading the Cub Pack. Our Cubs 
have had a wonderful time in the last fifteen months, 
out and about doing a huge range of activities. Jack 
and Rachel have decided not to continue as leaders but 
we are grateful that Rob Davies, who stepped in to help 
them, has decided to become our Cub Leader. Rob 
will need lots of help in this new role so, as well as 
calling on parents to come along, we would be 
delighted if someone else would consider helping us. 
Not only does this give our youngsters a wonderful 
opportunity to do some amazing activities but we can 
guarantee that our leaders have fun too. 

As always, information about our local Scout Group 
(Beavers, Cubs and Scouts) can be obtained by 
contacting me at welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com. 
Maria Smith 





Community 


Community Speed Watch 


Welford speed watch has now been in operation for 
approximately a year and whilst we feel we are making an 
impact it is short lived, and I am afraid to say that our 
overriding feeling is one of frustration. 

Frustration from the point of view that apart from 
myself and six other volunteers no other village residents 
take part. Yes, we receive considerable moral support but 
when we require three volunteers on each monitoring 
session the burden falls upon a very small proportion of 
our village community. Frustration also in that so many of 
the vehicles monitored as exceeding the speed limit derive 
from the village suggesting that the local community do 
not appear willing to set an example. 


30) 


Over the year we have noted the ever increasing 
volume of traffic with most monitoring sessions recording 
well over 500 vehicles in an hour. When not monitoring it 
is not unusual to see cars overtaking others on the High 
Street, but we appear to be accepting this as normal, it is 
not. 

The Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire 
is holding a meeting in January with representatives of all 
the CSW teams in the County. Speed is a problem for all 
village communities so it will be good to hear how other 
village communities are dealing with the problem. 
Hopefully it will not all be hot air and something 
beneficial will come out of the meeting, we can live in 
hope. 

We are doing something about speed, you could help 
your village by joining us as a volunteer or by consistently 
setting an example by driving responsibly. 

Ian Edwards 
01789750269 


FURNITURE RESTORATION 


Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
By Craftsman Charles Barnett 
a French & Wax Polishing # Furniture Stripped 


a Desks Re Leathered 
a Brass Polishing 


a Locks opened & keys cut 
a Insurance work a speciality 
Establisned 1979 


Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 
Workshop R/Q 7 Shakespeare St Stratford upon Avon CV37 6RN 
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Flowers For All Occasions 


A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 

@ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
® Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 

@ Festive wreaths and gifts 





Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
abilities with enthusiastic, fully qualified ~~ Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 
teacher, available in 
Stratford Upon Avon and 
a's gvon, 








) (tla Jackson 
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or Cee Painting & Decorating Service 
Examinations. 


‘i | t No Job too big or small 
For further ssa | 4 965 contact : ‘Professional Service 






07821 792943 01789 750879 


The ‘conservatory alternative' 


awnings, . glassrooms These German engineered bespoke glass rooms 
& verandas allow you to fully enjoy your garden all year 


wy, Add a beautiful glass roof to your home 
fi to create a veranda 


%. The modular construction allows you to 
~« create your perfect ambient outdoor 
environment with the addition of 


seamless sliding glass doors, 
elegant sunshades, 


ambient lighting and radiant heaters : i 
‘enjoy the outside, inside’! 


Steel reinforced aluminium frame 
available in 56 standard colours 





Community 


Defibrillator Training in the Village 


Sue Hook, who lives in Welford and works at the 
University Hospital Coventry & Warwickshire and her 
former colleague from the Spires Parkway Hospital in 
Solihull, Rob Agostini, came along to the Memorial Hall 
on Wednesday 6th December to offer training on the use 
of the defibrillators we have in the village. This covered 
not only the theory and practical use of this equipment, but 
also some basic CPR life support techniques (see below). 





23 residents attended the session which was led by Rob 
who was supported by two fairly life-like dummies, one 
adult and one child, acting as his emergency patients! Rob 
gave the background to the causes of heart episodes that 
may require the use of a defibrillator and the practical 
steps to take upon first discovering someone suffering 
from one. These include the need to call for help and to get 
notification to the emergency services as quickly as 
possible, as the defibrillators are there to provide initial 
immediate support to someone in need until the 
paramedics arrive, they are not a solution in themselves. 
Rob explained in detail how to check the patient first to 
ensure there is not some other reason for their distress — a 
fall rendering them unconscious or a blocked airway for 
example — before showing us how to use the equipment 
and how that is supplemented by CPR” — chest 
compressions, etc. We were encouraged to try these 
techniques for ourselves using his dummies as the 
potential patients. 

Everyone’s natural first concern was “How to use the 
defibrillators?” There are two in the village: one on the 
front wall of the Memorial Hall and the other on the wall 
of The Bell public house as you enter the garden from the 
car park. Both are numbered. To access the defibrillator 
pack inside, call 999 and provide the number on the 
outside of the yellow box and you will be given the code 


to open the box — the pack is then easily removed for use. 
Once the pack is opened, vocal instructions are 
automatically activated that walk you through the steps 
required clearly and simply. 

There were a great many questions asked during the 
session which both Rob and Sue answered patiently and 
clearly, something appreciated by the audience, as this is 
obviously a serious subject. However, the presentation was 
done in such a way that whilst all the important points 
were addressed, the information was given in a friendly 
and open manner, leaving everyone comfortable that they 
understood the procedures they could be expected to carry 
out. Naturally people had reservations about how well they 
might react or make use of the equipment if the need arose 
— but the overriding advice given by both Rob and Sue 
was that in these situations, it is better to try something 
than to do nothing. 

Everyone who attended felt it had been a very 
worthwhile use of their time and many contacted me 
afterwards asking for their thanks to be passed on to both 
Rob and Sue, which I have done. If upon reading this or 
talking to some of those who attended, you feel you would 
like to attend a future training session, please let me know 
via the Welford Parish Council website or by email to 
welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 
Brian Stanford 
Welford Parish Council 
*CPR — Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation - a medical 
technique for reviving someone whose heart has stopped 
beating by pressing on their chest and breathing into their 


mouth. Source: Collins English Dictionary. 
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Welford Matters - an update 


When Welford Matters was launched in September 2016 we set out with the following objectives. 
The magazine should: 


¢ be produced “by the village, for the village’; 
¢ be informative and interesting; 


¢ be made available free of charge to all residents of Welford. 


Our report card so far would probably read as follows: 

By the village, for the village 

The content of Welford Matters has focused principally on reports and notices from our various clubs, 
societies and village activities. For a typical issue we ask up to 30 of our “correspondents” if they 
would like to submit an article, many of whom haven’t missed a single copy. 

Informative/interesting 

Providing we are told about them, we will publish items that we feel would be informative to 
residents. Only the reader can judge whether the articles are interesting or not! Because of its village- 
wide distribution the magazine has also played a role in helping to get various village initiatives off the 
ground, for example training in the use of its two defibrillators; canvassing interest for the setting-up 
of an LPG buying consortium etc. 

Free of charge 

The magazine (9 issues to date) has been delivered free of charge to every permanent Welford resident 
by a small team of volunteer helpers. (A subscription service is available for people living outside the 
village.) 


Can you help us going forward? 


We are always looking at ways of how we can 
further develop and improve the magazine. 
We see this could possibly be in the following 
areas: 


1. We are keen to maintain our free-of- 
charge status. If we are to remain self- 
sufficient going forward, our financial 
position would be greatly strengthened if 
readers felt they would like to make a small 
donation towards our running costs (as 
“Friends of Welford Matters” if you like). 
This donation could be as small or as large 
as people wished - there would be no set 
amount. We will publish more information 
on this in the next issue but even if only 
10% of all village households gave a 





donation of £10 a year this would make a 3. Separately, would anyone like to help us by 
huge difference to our finances and reporting on items of news or activity going 
viability. on around Welford that we may have missed 

2. We are looking for someone to join our and which you think may be of general 
small team over-seeing the production and interest to readers? 


publication of the magazine. It is not unduly 
onerous and we usually meet fora couple of | Let us know if you would like to help by 
hours every other month. emailing welfordmatters@gmail.com 
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Welford Natters 


Write to welfordmatters@gmail.com 





"Welford Needs You!" 
Apologises, for misquoting Lord 
Kitchener but “Welford Village needs 
you’! 

As one of the original GOM 
(grumpy old men) who set about 
forming our own Community Speed 
Watch, I am writing to seek the help of 
like-minded villagers to ensure that we 
maximise on the success of this 
initiative gained to date and in the 
worst case stop it from failing like 
some other villages in the locality. 

We have now been in operation for 
just under a year, we have only five 
active volunteers with a further two 
who help whenever they can, whilst at 
the same time we need three 
operatives each occasion we stand at 
the side of the road, as required by 
law. 

Our experience, which is backed up 
by gratefully received comments from 
villagers, shows that drivers seem to 
be more responsible for a couple days 
after we have been in action, but then 
excessive speeds return once more (59 
mph the highest so far). As soon as 
drivers see the warning signs and the 
yellow jackets, most reduce their 
speed and this means that those behind 
them do likewise. 

We regularly see between 400 and 


550 cars passing through the village 
during a one hour period and it will 
only get worse in future as a result of 
more developments to the south. The 
police have “risk assessed” four action 
points, namely High Street, Binton 
Road, Barton Road and Long Marston 
Road, where they will allow us to 
stand. 

Returning to the misquote, what we 
desperately need are more volunteers, 
please. 

To put it into perspective, you will 
only probably give up three or four 
hours a month. You also have no need 
to worry about abuse, we have not 
experienced more than the odd “finger 
gesture” and recently someone shouted 
to me “get a life”! 

We care about our village and we 
also care about both the young 
families and the elderly who have 
great difficulty in crossing the road 
safely. 

Do come and join us. 

Richard Brookes (Volunteer) 
01789 751334 

Ian Edwards (Co-ordinator) 
01789 750269 


Welford Weather 

About a year ago, I installed a weather 
station in my garden, and after 
collecting a years’ worth of data, I 
thought that the local community 
would benefit from having a ‘hyper- 
local’ forecast for Welford and the 
surrounding area. It has a website, 
which shows the current conditions 
(which updates every five seconds), as 
well as a 10 day forecast. 

You can view the website at: 
bit.ly/welfordweather, where you can 
subscribe to a daily forecast e-mail, as 
well as weather forecasts for most of 
the world. 

Seth Goodwin 


Community 


Unwanted Tools? 

Two years ago the Methodist Church 
in Welford acted as a collection point 
for tools which were no longer being 
used. The tools were then collected by 
WorkAid and refurbished as necessary 
before being shipped out to support 
various programmes in Africa. 





Tools for Life 


WoO 


Regstered Chanty Number 1041574 


— 


RK 
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This was highly successful and 
there have been reports of how the 
tools are being used by young people 
in Kenya and Tanzania. The last 
collection was a joint venture with 
Stratford Soroptimists and for the next 





collection we are expecting to work 
with Wellesbourne Lions Club as well 
as Soroptimists. 

There will be a collection point in 
Wellesbourne as well as Welford. A 
date has not been finalized but 1s likely 
to be at the end of May. All sorts of 
hand tools are welcome and there is a 
consistent need for sewing machines. 
The WorkAid website gives more 
detail of special needs from time to 
time. 

Do please start to look in the tool 
box and see what 1s no longer used. A 
date for the collection (together with 
coffee) at Welford Methodist Church 
will be announced in the next issue of 
Welford Matters. 

Thank you. 
Alan Cumming 


Poppy Appeal 2017 

A total of £736.05 was raised in 
November for The Royal British 
Legion. Many thanks to all those who 
did the door-to-door collection and to 
those who donated. 

Kate Winston 
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BRIAN SMITH 


PAINTER & DECORATOR 


| Interior & Exterior 
Established 1980. Reasonable Rates 


| For all aspects of tree & hedge work For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 7/20/77 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations ) | | : 
Tree condition reports WIN D OW CLEANER 
37 years experience 


FULLY INSURED CALL HEATH 01789 751389 


FOR INTERIOR WINDOW CLEANING ASK FOR SUE 


7 Chapel Close Welford-on-Avon CV37 8Q] 
01789 751245 


Email: heathverrall@yahoo.co.uk 
Barton Road, Welford on Avon 


Inspire . Encourage . Enable 


Personal Training & Nutrition Coaching 


Do you struggle getting up off the sofa, climbing the stairs, getting in & out of the car, 
walking around the village, lifting/carrying shopping or gardening? 


Does your blood pressure, cholesterol or weight worry you? 
Would you like to improve your general health & well-being? 
If you have said “yes” and are ready to take the first step to a healthier, happier and more vibrant you 
please contact me for an informal chat to discuss how | can help you. 


It is not too late to take control, you can get better! 


“Thank you Lizzie, my lovely friend who empowered both my body and mind” 


Vith Lizzie’s help my Personal Vitality has been restored and is flying high - a partnership not to be forgotten” 


“For the first time ever my tummy sticks out less than my boobs!” 


E: lizzie@personalvitality.co.uk M: 07900 600870 W: www.personalvitality.co.uk 





Community 
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Brownies 1s for girls aged 7-10 who want to build 
friendships, learn new skills, help the community, and 
above all have FUN! 

Welford Brownies meet on Thursday evenings from 
6 - 7:30 pm in the school hall. Interested? Then contact 
margaret.formby@btinternet.com or visit 
girlguiding.org.uk and register. 


PLEASE can you help? 

We have started the ball rolling to set up Rainbows in 
Welford and have a team of helpers in place. However, 
due to changing circumstances, we now need someone to 
lead this team and bring the unit into being. 


Rainbows 1s for girls aged 5-7 yrs and gives them the 
opportunity to learn new skills, play games, help people, 
and above all have FUN! Are special skills required? - 
no - just the ability to laugh and have fun! You don’t 
need any previous experience or involvement in 
Girlguiding. 

Being a leader is incredibly rewarding as you watch 
girls develop and blossom; and is a great way to help our 
community. If you feel you could help in ANY WAY, or 
for more info please contact Margaret Formby at 
margaret.formby(@btinternet.com 





Welford in the Snow 
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WELFORD GARAGE 


Service & Repairs (all makes) 


~ 


MOT 
| THE MALT HOUSE BARN 
SS! BARTON NR BIDFORD ON AVON 

Petrol Sales Your local Gift Shop 

Only 3 miles from Welford on Avon 
Come and visit us 
Logs, Coal, Calor Gas Easy Travelling 
And No Traffic Jams 
We are Open 

Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 4pm 


Easy Parking 
Tel 01789 773381/778188 
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01789 
750252 

07595 
336478 


alexlewiso27@gmail.com 


Fully Insured | Free Quotations 





Keeping in Touch - Welford on Avon Methodist Church 


God Among Us 


Incarnational God, 
we celebrate your coming 
as a baby in the manger 
but where can we meet you today? 
Have we imprisoned you 
in a frenzy of acquisition 
not just at Christmas 
but throughout the year, 
failing to recognise you 
in the needs of so many 
less-privileged than ourselves? 
May the spirit of the resurrected Jesus 
burst open the doors of our hearts, 
stretch out our hands, through our generosity 
liberating your incarnational presence 
to transform our needy world. 


Our Methodist newspaper, The Recorder, very helpfully 
issues at the beginning of each year, a calendar identifying 
‘special Sundays’ when those of us who plan worship are 
encouraged to include or at least mention a particular 
focus. In February this year, the 11th, the Sunday before 
Lent, is identified as Poverty Action Sunday, whilst the 
25th, (memorable for me as my son’s birthday), is the 
Sunday preceding Fair Trade fortnight when we try to 
ensure that the producers of what we buy get a fair price 
plus a percentage to improve life in their communities. 

So in February we seem to be focussing mainly on the 
needs of others. This reminds us of two routes by which 
needy people can be helped; by direct giving sometimes 
vital as emergency aid, but also by giving help which 
enables people to fend for themselves in the long run. 

In my teaching RE days, the focus for understanding 
these two kinds of aid was a Chinese proverb, ‘Give a man 
a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach him to fish and 
you feed him for life’ I was very heartened much more 
recently when I was explaining to the undertaker, one of 
my former pupils, organising my husband’s funeral, where 
we wanted donations to go. As he understood, he quoted 
the proverb and said, ‘You taught me that when I was 
about fourteen!’ It is uplifting to realise that at least some 
of what we teach — or even preach — does stick in the 
memory of those who listen to us! 

This care for the needs of others resonates throughout 
our scriptures in one form or another, from very early days 
and is emphasised as time passes as being more pleasing 
to God than elaborate ritual which has no impact on the 
way we relate to others. For many people Jesus’ teaching 
that anything done, or not done for the least of people, is 


as if done, or not done for him, governs much of their 
work to help others. 

With all this in mind, I ask you to reflect on the item in 
this magazine submitted by our church steward, Alan 
Cumming, about our summer tool collection. 

Perhaps you might start the spring cleaning of your 
tools early this year. Strange though that sounds, it might 
be that this is at least as important as our Sunday worship 
and personal prayer! 

Sincerely 
Ros Murphy 


Welford Methodist Services 


all at 11 am unless otherwise indicated 


January 
Sunday 28 No service. Worship at 10:30 am at 
Mickleton, Bidford or Stratford 


February 
Sunday 4th Mr Alan Cooper, Morning Worship 
Sunday 11th Rev Ros Murphy, Holy Communion 
Sunday 18th Mr Stafford Mortimer, Morning Worship 
Sunday 25th No service. Worship at 10:30 am at 
Mickleton, Bidford or Stratford 


Welford Wives 


2017 was a busy year for the Welford Wives, meeting 
every month for a variety of social activities in and 
around Welford. 

We had talks ranging from an overview of the 
Welford Amateur Dramatic Society, to an Ophthalmic 
Consultant, the past Mayor of Stratford and an engaging 
talk on Bee Keeping. We had a follow up walk around 
Mickelton followed by supper. We held our annual 
skittles match, Summer Bar-B-Que and a fine 
Christmas lunch at the Three Ways Hotel. 

We are working on the program for 2018, which 
already includes talks on the Yellow Hat Tribe Gallery, 
a talk on Binton Woods and on taking an Art Degree in 
you senior years - plus many more opportunities to 
meet up on the first Wednesday evening of each month 
at 8pm. 

If you would like to join in or want to know more about 
the Welford Wives - it’s a great way for residents in 
Welford to meet new people and get involved with the 
community, so please get in touch with Sue Hook on 
751400 or Christine Cooper on 750667. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Chiropody Pp ractice 


Established 1999 





A full range of Chiropody and Foot 
Care services are offered, including: - 
« Fungal Nails 


¢« Skin Conditions. 
« General treatment. 


e« Corn and Callus removal. 
« Nail problems. 
« Diabetic Foot Care. 


Surgery Open Monday to Friday 


TEL: 01789-336120 


WEB: www.the-bowyers.co.uk 
EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


The Old Police House, Evesham Road, 
Binton, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 9TE 











FUR AIT RE 
Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon, 
The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, 


antiques and collectables. 





Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV3/ 8RP 


OL789 721 399, info@ barnantique.co.uk, www.barnantique.co.uk 


Witemulic 
CLARKE 


Modern estate agents, 
traditional values. 


Mr & Mrs Clarke is founded on the belief that 
selling houses is actually about selling homes. 
Homes that you have loved, built memories 
in and cared for. It’s a process of the heart, 
not the spreadsheet. 


We're new to the area, and wed love to learn 
about vou, vour home and hopes for the future. 
So, if vou fancy a cuppa and chat, call us on 0330 111.9766 


or visit us at wivwamrandmrsclarke.com 





RAIL LINK 

As you may recall, I put a motion to 
Stratford District Council (SDC) for 
an extension of 320 metres to the 
existing railway line to Honeybourne 
station so that with a 10 minute 
shuttle service London could be less 
than two hours away by rail. 

This was discussed at cabinet and 
after further work from the policy 
team at SDC it will be going back to 
cabinet for approval in the transport 
plan. You may know that the MP 
emailed the Stratford Herald to say 
that that he cannot support it. 
Everyone I have spoken to thinks it 
should be looked at. We battle on. 

I have also contacted Mr Andy 
Street, Mayor of the West Midlands, 
about the reopening of the Stratford to 
Honeybourne railway line. 


WARWICK AND COVENTRY 
HOSPITALS 
Thanks to all in Warwick, Coventry 
and local hospitals that have helped 
my wife, Stella during her illness. 

Recently when Stella fell over at 
home, the ambulance was with us 
within 20 minutes and within 3 hours 
of arriving at Warwick Hospital, she 
had been seen, assessed and treated 
and was waiting to go into her ward 
bed. At atime when we hear so 
many negative comments about the 
NHS, it was reassuring to be given 
such a first rate service and care. 

As I write Stella is still in Warwick 
but may be home by the time you 
read this. 


ORCHARD NURSERY, DUCK 
LANE -— change of use from a nursery 
to the construction of 5 homes 
When this planning application was 
originally considered it had the 
Planning Officer’s support. A site 
visit was held prior to the committee 
meeting where it was commented that 
Chapel St is unsuitable for HGVs. 
The councillors met at the site 
entrance and walked along the 
footpaths to Weston (some 
commented that the existing buildings 
were large and intrusive.) 

Weston on Avon are fully 
supportive of the development as they 





District Councillor's Report 


say it increases the green gap between 
Weston and Welford and would be a 
visual improvement. Welford on 
Avon Parish Council objected to the 
proposals. 

There are already three privately 
owned houses on this site and I fully 
support the removal of the existing 
buildings to make way for residential 
houses. I argue that it would increase 
the green gap between the villages 
and I believe many have 
misunderstood this point. 

However at the planning 
committee meeting, the Chairman 
said that it didn’t meet the 
neighbourhood plan (which was 
unadopted at that stage) and 
permission was refused. It has now 
gone to Appeal and is in the hands of 
the Planning Inspector. 


LONG MARSTON — 400 HOUSES 

I shall be objecting to this application 
(17/03258/REM) and include the 
following reasons: 

1. The housing mix proposed 1s 
contrary to policy CS.19 of the 
Stratford-on-Avon District Core 
Strategy 2011-2031 

2. The development does not propose 
any affordable housing contrary to 
policy CS.18 of the Stratford-on- 
Avon District Core Strategy 2011- 
AOR. 

3. The development should 
accommodate bird boxes into the 
design of the houses. 

4. The existing highways 
infrastructure cannot accommodate 
the proposed development. 

After a recent meeting with WCC, 
CALA and Clifford Chambers Parish 
Council it does appear that the 
Clifford Mill black spot is not a 
simple solution but something needs 
to be done by the time the first homes 
are sold. We do not want the same 
thing to happen as in Station Road 
and a sub standard junction. No road, 
no homes. 

Clir Peter Barnes 
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SKINCARI 
We offer a range of treatments: 
Dermalogica Skincare Treatments 
* Non-Surgical Face Lifting 
* Professional Exfoliation 
« Led Light Therapy 
* Skin Tightening For Body & Face 
Inch Loss For Body 
» Shellac Manicures & Pedicures 
« Waxing & Threading 
- Eye Treatments 


Sports Massage & Remedial Massage 





» Acupuncture / Therapeutic Ultrasound i Rat AS ripe ane 


for Injuries * Country Breakfast 

* Wi-Fi 
ri lovely welcoming B&B located in the Beautiful 
riverside village of Weston on Avon within easy reach of 
Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. 


Bookings and Enquiries 

Ti elephone: 01789750688/07909227690 
£-mail: info@westonfarm.co.uk 
www.westonfarm.co.uk 


« Pilates Training 


- Private Treatment Room 
- Flexible Appointments 

- Established 1997 

- Binton, CV37 9TP 
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idford Community Library, Bramley Way, Bidford 


hy, 
Boost your é 
Ll NS ' / he, Friday 10.00am to 6.00pm, Saturday 10.00am to 12 noon 


> _ 


Monday and Tuesday 10.00am to 4.30pm 


Email: bidfordlibrar mail.com Telephone 01789 773239. 


At our community hub we offer activities and social groups so 
we are much more than just a library. Call in and see us! 





Kumon’s maths and English 
study programmes work to build 
your child's confidence and 
inspire a passion for learning. Bidford-on-Avon Tennis Club 


(Behind the Crawford Memorial Hall, Salford Road, Bidford) 
Well-established, 2 court friendly tennis club 


Use of floodlights for evening play 


To unlock your child’s potential, contact 
your local Instructor for a free assessment: 


Stratford-upon-Avon Study Centre Awarded the Clubmark by the Lawn Tennis Association 
Bob Mansfield 01789 772195 All ages and abilities welcome. Coaching available. 


Club nights: Thursday evenings from 7.00pm, 
Paul Callaghan: Membership Secretary on: 01789 778811 
or www.bidfordtennisclub.co.uk 





KUMQN 


Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre. 








Seasons Greetings 


2017 was a very busy and challenging 
year at the County and District 
Council due to various financial 
constraints, but we continue to supply 
crucial and beneficial services to all 
our residents. 

At the District I am the Cabinet 
Member for Community & Technical 
Services. My responsibilities are wide 
ranging and include : At County I am 
Vice Chairman of the Regulatory 
Committee and a committee looking 
into Cycle Networks for the future 
and at SDC my Responsibilities are :- 
Committee's : Cabinet, Planning, 
Licensing, Council, Members 
Working Group. 


Portfolio Duties: 

Off Street Car Parking - This includes 
1 hour free parking I introduced at 
The Bridgeway Multi Storey and free 
concessionary parking at the 
recreation ground and from Ist 
October to 31st March at a Windsor 
Street Multi Storey(Max 4hrs) for the 
over 65's subject to a small 
administration charge of £10 per 
annum. 

Dog Warden Service - Dealing with 
Strays, Dangerous Dogs and that 
Annual problem of Dog Fouling. 
Your evidence is always appreciated 
in apprehending the perpetrators of 
this Anti Social Behaviour. 


Environmental Health and Building 
Control. 

Open Spaces, Leisure Centres and 
Grounds Maintenance. 

Public Conveniences. 

Refuse Collection and Recycling - 
where we are 10th in the Country for 
efficiency and reycyling, but we can 
still do better with the continued help 
of our residents. Thank You. 

Street Cleaning - Making sure our 
towns are clean and free of rubbish. 


So what's been happening in 
Welford on Avon since I became 
your County Councillor 

Major improvements I requested 
involving the realignment of the The 
Barton Road Junction and verges 
under the Safer Routes to School 
Agenda, which also assists the more 
elderly residents and wheelchair 
users, which I believe has been a 
success from the feedback I've 
received. Sadly large HGVs still 
cause a potential safety issue, that is 
why I've been pushing forward with 
new signage to route them away from 
our rural villages onto the main A' & 
B' class roads, but SatNav take them 
the shortest route especially our 
foreign lorries, but we will continue 
to work on this problem to safeguard 
our rural roads and villages. 

Introduction of extended 50 and 30 
mph speed limits, although it is 
disappointing that WCC and 
Warwickshire Police would not 
support an extension past the Welford 
Golf Club, which in my opinion is 
required to safeguard golfers crossing 
the road. The extension of the 30 mph 
limit along Milcote Lane, which 
residents and myself see no 
justification for and only seeks to 
assist developers has been rubber 
stamped by WCC. 

We have continued to renew, clear 
and jet culverts and drains throughout 
the village on a regular basis together 
with maintenance of broken drains, 
potholes and footpaths. If you are 


County Councillor's Report 


aware of blocked drains or culverts in 
the highway please send me an email 
with a photo if possible. 

My Councillor's Grant Scheme of 
£5,000 was under subscribed for the 
first time in 2017 , although in 
previous years Welford has benefited 
with monies be awarded to the 
Welford Matters, Millennium Trust, 
Scout Group, Play Equipment , 
Weston Speed gun and defibrillator/s. 
I've requested and WCC have 
accepted a 2nd round commencing 
4/1/18. This fund is available to local 
charity groups, local organisations 
and projects and I have alerted the 
Parish Council to this end. 
Applications online at WCC. 

I strongly supported together with 
the School Governors improvements 
and extensions to Welford on Avon 
School to allow it to move forward 
into the 21st Century robustly and 
professionally for the good of our 
younger residents who deserve the 
very best start in life, which I know 
Julie and her team will strive to 
achieve. Well done to everyone who's 
been involved. 

We extended the kerbs along 
Headland Road to make it safer and to 
protect the frontages of residential 
properties, which had suffered from 
erosion of the grass verges. A job 
well done. 

We completed the erection of 
bollards at the Barton Road Junction, 
Bird Green, and at the Milcote Road 
Junction to protect kerbs and verge 
erosion. Sadly we might lose them at 
the Milcote Lane Junction in favour 
of a new junction configuration, 
which I fully objected to as it 
was for developers benefit and not for 
road safety. 
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EVERETT MEAD 


YOUVE WORKED @ 


HARD FOR ULF. 


Everett Mead are specialists in insurance for high value homes, 
listed and thatched; as well as high levels of contents and jewellery. 
Bespoke policies can also be arranged for holiday homes, overseas 
homes, second homes, and landlords insurance. 


Buildings Insurance 

World Wide Cover on Contents 

Trace and Access 

Alternative Accommodation for up to 5 year * 
Contents in Halls of Residence/Residential Care * 


Home Emergency Cover * 


‘EF J 


Free Identity Family Legal 


Protection*® from Assistance* from 


r exoe;r | qn 
SAVVETICN 





* These are based on products provided by Home and Legacy. If we offer another policy due to your requirements 
we will notify you as the features may change, these would also be identified within your quotation, summary and 
policy wording. 


Everett Mead Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 75465] 









Kelda Barn, Sandfields Farm, 
Luddington, CV3/ 9SW 


01789 613075 
www.everett-mead.co.uk 


info@everett-mead.co.uk 


I have had many requests for a 
pedestrian crossing at The Maypole, 
which sadly is undeliverable due to 
the many Junctions at this location 
and lack of street lighting , which 
many of our rural villages robustly 
refuse to have under the darker sky 
agenda. In reality there should be No 
Parking of vehicles within 15 meters 
of any of these junctions, which 
would be very restrictive for visitors 
to the Village Hall and customers of 
the village shop, but would make it 
safer for pedestrians. I've discussed 
this with WCC officers and the Parish 
Council and we will continue to try a 
find a solution for all to have a safer 
crossing area and accessability to 
village facilities. 

Working with Derek Tribe 
(Millennium Trust) I achieved their 
ambition to have a modern bus 
Shelter at the B439 junction to protect 
public transport users from inclement 
weather. This has been received very 
well by all. 





We have to continue to improve 
and increase village facilities to 
accommodate the ever growing 
population in and around the village. 
Planning is a matter for your District 
Councillor Peter Barnes which unless 
it's in an appropriate location causes a 
lot of controversy and anxiety and 
stress to those of the settled 
community who see their village 
bombarded by planning applications 
in this sought after village, where 
developers can achieve huge profits. 
There 1s no argument that we need to 
build houses especially affordable 


starter homes for our young families 
just starting out, but developers want 
to build 4 & 5 bedroom houses where 
they can achieve higher profits. We 
must strive to support 2/3 bedroom 
properties and bungalows for 
younger, disabled and our older 
residents. Thankfully we have had 
some success with this ambition 
locally in surrounding villages. 

Anthony Brookes Chairman of the 
Welford Sports Club at Synder 
Meadow spoke passionately recently 
at the January Parish Council Meeting 
about increasing sports facilities for 
the good of all , but he requires your 
support to move this agenda forward, 
sadly very few people attend parish 
meetings to hear what's happening 
locally. Another speaker spoke 
passionately about Climate Change 
and what we can do locally to combat 
pollution and harmful emissions. Our 
new and even older housing stock 
could be more energy efficient by 
introducing simple measures, which 
could include : Air to Heat 
technology, Modern Solar Panels, 
Insulation, Triple Glazing just to 
name a few. Growing organically and 
planting trees all helps. It's absolutely 
proven that trees absorb carbon 
dioxide and in return produce oxygen. 
The value of trees comes from their 
ability to turn the sun's energy into 
oxygen, sustaining all human and 
other animal life on Earth. Both 
speakers were supported by the Parish 
Council and myself, so if you are 
interested in assisting please contact 
the Parish Clerk or see the article for 
more details in this edition of 
Welford Matters. 

Speeding Traffic and increasing 
volumes through our villages is 
increasing residents concerns. We 
have the correct signage, but to have 
more features such as pedestrian 
crossings, centre refuge bollards, 
rumble strips and raised platforms 
with coloured surfacing where 
appropriate would require street 


County Councillor's Report 


lighting. I assure you contrary to what 
others say. I have surveyed Welford 
on Avon with WCC Road Safety 
Officers to see what can be 
implemented or achieved. Sadly 
nothing at present, but I will keeep 


trying. 





WARWICKSHIRE — LEADING 
THE CHARGE! 

WCC Councillor's received a briefing 
on electric cars, charging points and 
the necessary infrastructure required 
for the future delivery of this exciting 
technology. Go to greenwatt.co.uk for 
more information 


CSW BROADBAND 
NEWSLETTER 
If you would like a Word version of 
this newsletter please email: 
broadband@cswbroadband.org.uk 
Sign up to receive this e-newsletter 
direct to your inbox and for 
information about progress on your 
cabinet or exchange-only line. 
Over 59,000 properties able to 
connect to the fibre network already. 
Topics in this latest edition: Have you 
checked lately? Is your property an 
unknown?; Improve your WiFi router 
performance; Parish-level mapping 
for parish council websites; Copy for 
your own website. 
cswbroadband.org.uk 

Wishing you all a happy and 
prosperous 2018! 
Best Wishes Mike 
Mike Brain 
mike.brain@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 
mikebrainuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Home: 01789 720728 
Mobile: 07980 308568 
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HOME FINDERS 






LJ PHOLSTERY 


Serving the Cotswolds and 
Surrounding areas 





¢ Re-Upholstery - wide range of 
fabrics and leather 
¢ Wing Arm Chairs, Suites, 
ii Chaise Longue / 
Is. ee ae ¢ Loose Covers 
Not all agents are the same ¢ Frame/Spring Repairs 
We sell Sol) ston. Not Promises Call us on 


01789 621156 
SALES | RENTALS | RELOCATION or 07956 910701 


Over 30 years experience 
Domestic and Commercial 










01789 532211 
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Reids Estate, Welford Road, Long Marston, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8RA 





Music for Little People 
as the Toundatons 
for Ficuve Learning! 
“Fun and educational music classes for 


you and your child taught by qualified 
teachers and musicians” 


Original curriculum devised by 
Karen Dickinson BA(Hons) MA LTCL FISM. 


de Ne als 


Contributes to the early years foundation 
stage with puppets, colourful props & 
developmental activities for 0-2 yrs, 
2-3 yrs & 3-5 yrs. 


Call us now for a FREE TRIAL CLASS! 


Digital, DAB and FM Aerials 
Registered Sky Installer 
Distribution Systems 
Suppliers of LCD & Plasma TV’s 
Sonos Audio Supplier 
HD Media Installer 


Also Voice and Piano lessons 
for age 4-104! 
Pupils entered for Trinity College & 
Associated Board exams or just 
for fun. 










Contact Karen to book a 
consultation or a trial class 
07970 179821 
karen@mifip.co.uk 


Jon Turner 
Proprietor 
Web: www. itaerials.com 


Email: jtaerials@aol.com mk | [peter 
01 789 750645 07796 61 651 3 Fi facebook.com/MusicForLittlePeapleUK www.mflp.co.uk EJ @MFLPuk 





Wine & Me 


Whether you see it as a greetings 
cards invention or a true celebration 
of love, Valentine’s Day is upon us 
and there’s no escaping it. We can’t 
outrun the chocolates, the stuffed 
bears or the heart-shaped everything! 
Regardless of your relationship status, 
it’s pretty safe to say that a bottle of 
wine will be in your near future. So 
what’s the best drink for your day? 

So I’ve been pondering what I 
would recommend for Valentine’s 
Day, no matter where you are or who 
you’re celebrating with. 

Let’s start with the romantics; the 
newly in love, the ones who are still 
out to impress. It has to be Billecart- 
Salmon Brut Rose NV. The 
production secrets and vinification 
method of this delicious blend of 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot 
Meunier have been handed down over 
seven generations. The pale bright 
pink colour has a light elegant flavour 
with a taste of raspberry on the palate. 

If you are bringing out the oysters, 
it’s the always-bright, always-crisp 
Muscadet. This wine hails from the 
part of the Loire Valley where the 
river meets the Atlantic and is made 
entirely from the local Melon de 
Bourgogne grape. The best versions 
age for extended periods sur lie, that 
is, on the yeast deposits that result 
from fermentation, to extract 
additional texture and biscuity 
flavours. 


If you’re still getting to know your 
date and want to buy red then I’d go 
for something with a huge range of 
depth and flavours. For me, it’s Pinot 
Noir that comes to mind. Silky and 
seductive a good Pinot will take you 
through the entire meal. Want to 
show that you’re a bit different? Try 
Romanian (yes, I know, Romania?) - 
trust me, our Paparuda was a 
favourite throughout Christmas. 

If you are looking for white then 
go for an unoaked Chablis or if you 
prefer something crisper a Sancerre. 
Valentine’s day is an occasion for a 
classic elegant wine and they rarely 
disappoint. 

I often get asked about organic and 
biodynamic wines. The Hedonist 
Shiraz McLaren Vale, Australia, is 
delicious, unfiltered and 
biodynamically grown. Perfect with a 
juicy peppered steak. Pop into 
Maypole Butchers and get Dean to 
cut you a rib eye steak, perfect with 
this stunning red. 

Now, here’s me, I happily fall in to 
the 40-something category with kids 
and therefore cringe at babysitting 
fees on top of a night out! Having 
taken a long time to relinquish 
(reluctantly) lunches that end at 
10pm, we mostly drink less but 
better. 

We won’t be trying too hard for V- 
Day. We don’t do cards or gifts. We 
may well just have a cheese board 
and I might surprise the husband with 
a bottle of Hambledon Premiere 
Cuvee NV. It’s a stunner. Fabulous 
orange and brioche aromas give way 
to mouth-watering acidity, and dried 
apricots and citrus (It’s English and 
also suitable for vegans!). 

Euripides said “Where there is no 
wine there is no love.” But that was 
long before we had the most amazing 
array of drinks we have to choose 
from now. So for the gin drinkers, 
what a minefield. Lets be rather 
cheesy and go pink! 


Food and Drink 


An old friend recently bought 
Pinkster to my attention. Humble 
beginnings, a frustrated accountant, a 
kitchen table and a bottle of gin. 
Intrigued? Stephen didn’t set out to 
create a pink gin but after working his 
way through the fruit bowl raspberry 
delivered the best flavour. A 
delightful soft taste that’s not 
overpowering and won’t render you 
useless after one stiff drink! 

Then there’s Warner Edwards 
Victoria’s Rhubarb Gin. I’ve really 
fallen for this limited edition gin from 
a superb boutique producer. Infused 
with rhubarb and slightly sweetened, 
this has a gorgeously spicy 
background and is a beautiful pale 
pink. 





Lastly if you find yourself alone or 
single on the big day grab yourself a 
bottle of Graham’s 20 year old Tawny 


Port. It’s sweet, delicious, and fun; it 
pairs gorgeously with vanilla ice 
cream, fudgy brownies, and all things 
chocolate. Treat yourself; you deserve 
iit. 

Whoever you’re with, whatever 
you’re are doing, there’s a perfect 
Valentine’s Day drink out there for 
you somewhere. Enjoy the day! 
Kerry Williams 
www.churchstreettastings.co.uk 
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Your local heating oil supplier — 


since 1969 


CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY TEAM TODAY FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE: 
{° PHONE OUR KINGSBURY DEPOT: 01827 875588 
GO ONLINE TO: WWW.OAKLEYSFUELOILS.CO.UK 


for your house, garage, 
WalerObe, galkeh shed, attic 
and even your Ife! 
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walking 


Then we’re here to help! 


Walking is a great way to get fit, explore what’s 
on your doorstep and make new friends. 
Join one of our free and friendly short walks 


Walk name Walk & Talk Bidford-on-Avon 
Date Every Monday 

Starttime 10:30am 

Meet-up point next to The Bridge Restaurant 
Length 60-90mins 


Contact details 
® stratford-dc.gov.uk or 
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Visit our website to find out more ) | 
about your local health walks = 


The Local Music Scene 


Happy New Year to all our music lovers and I hope that 
over the forthcoming year you will find plenty of music 
events that appeal to you in this section of the magazine. 
Having said that this 1s, as usual, a quiet time of year but 
there are a number of events highlighted in the What's On 
section including some staged by our own Simon Kemp 
and the Hope & Kindness Fundraiser at the Bowls Club 
in March. There are also links to local music venues 
below so you can keep in touch with updates. 

The Christmas Cracker at the Shakespeare was 
another great success and you can read all about it in a 
separate article. Finally Tora Wilson who some of you 
may know through her Music Academy has been selected 
as a finalist for Educator of The Year in the Pride of 
Stratford Awards, so well done to her. 

Colin Winston 


Live Music Venues 


Stratford ArtsHouse : probably Stratford's premiere 
music venue with an eclectic mix of musical events. 
01789 207100 - stratfordartshouse.co.uk/whats-on 


Stratford Jazz Club : organise high quality events on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays of every month 
from September to June at both the Arts House and a 
new venue — the Riverside, Tiddington - 
stratfordjazz.org.uk/whats-on 


Keys & Kitchen : Ely Street - live musicevery 
Thursday and most Sundays. For full programme visit 
keysandkitchen.co.uk/type27hchild/events 


Stratford Folk Club : Acoustic evenings 1% & 3" 
Wednesdays in the month plus occasional concert 
nights during the year at Stratford Ale House, 
Greenhall Street - stratforduponavonfolkclub.co.uk 


No 1 Shakespeare : Cocktail bar/Nightclub that also 
hosts live music on a Friday evening 
shakespeare-street-cocktailbar.co.uk 


Cottage of Content, Barton : live music ely 
Saturday night from 9pm . Open mic nights from 9pm 
on the last Friday of every month with all welcome to 
bring along their talent and their instrument. 
cottageofcontent.com 


The Mason's Arms, Long Marston : occasional music 
evenings and also for special events — 01789 720586 - 
masons-arms-pub.co.u 


The Cross Keys, Alcester : Live music most 
weekends - 01789 764389. Often advertised on the 
Stratford on Avon Music Scene group on Facebook - 
facebook.com/groups/222 168531129315 


The Old Tramway Inn, Shipston Road, Stratford : 
Occasional music nights — see What's On for details. 
Open Mic evenings 3rd Sunday in the month. 

01789 297593 www.theoldtramwayinn.co.uk 


Music 


What's On 


Toby Webb 

Saturday 3 Februay 8 pm at The Stratford Ale House, 
Greenhall Street 

Brewing up lively classic rock anthems with a few measures 
of up to date hits along with a large cask of rock guitar! 


Soundbites: Lunchtime Concerts 

Wednesdays in February 1 - 1:30 pm at Holy Trinity 

Church, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6BG 

7 February — Fumi Otsuki violin and Petra Hadjuchova 

piano 

14 February — Jonna Jarvitalo flute and Ana 
Manastireunu piano 

21 February — Lynn Arnold piano 

28 February — King Edward VI School VI Form 


The Shout Choir 
Saturday 10 February 7:30 pm at The Guild Chapel, Chapel 
Lane, Stratford-upon-Avon, £7. (details below) 


THE 


SHOUTCHOIR 
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Saturday the 10th Feb 7:30pm 

the GUILD CHAPEL 

all proceeds to the Time Out Charity 
Box office ticket tailor.com 





Simon Kemp Piano Recital 
Sunday 11 February 5 pm at The Guild Chapel, Chapel 
Lane, Stratford-upon-Avon, £8. (more details on back page) 


Concert: Nicholas Morton (baritone), Ian Tindale 
(piano) 

Sunday 18 February 3 pm at Shakespeare Institute, Church 
Street, Stratford CV37 6HP, £18 (£5 students) 

Finzi - Earth and Air and Rain Op 15, Ravel - Histoires 
Naturelles, and songs by Fauré, Britten and Richard Rodney 
Bennett. Tickets from Stratford ArtsHouse 01789 207100 or 
Stratford-upon-Avon Chamber Music Society 01789 
740791 
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The Stratford-on-Avon District Council's 


Ao AWARDS 2017 
Building Excellence Awards 2017 — \ 


niivgtetes «=REGIOMA 





We are proud to have been awarded ‘Winner’ in the category: 


Best Large Extension 


and ‘Runner Up’ in the category: 


Best Individual New Build Home 


KIMPTON 


DEVELOPMENTS 


NEW BUILDS | 
kimptondevelopments.co.uk 





A fun evening in aid of a great cause with food, a bar and 
dancing to live music from Adverse Camber. Full details 
from Fi May on 01789 750307. 


3 piece band performing their own songs and selected 
covers. 





7 March — St Anselm’s Choir 
14 March — Mark Hussey classical guitar 
21 March — Veronique Matarasso violin and Sue 

Meteyard violin 

28 March — Alex Woodrow organ 
Free admission, retiring collection. Refreshments from 
12:30 pm (Friends of the Music of Holy Trinity Church 
Stratford) 


Bach St John Passion BWV 245 - sung in German. Tickets 
on door. More information from 07951 017931 


Orff Carmina Burana. Tickets on the door and from 
Stratford ArtsHouse 01789 207100, 01608 682049, 
stratfordchoral.tickets@gmail.com 





Haydn Quartet in G No | Op 76, Schumann Quartet in A 
No 3 Op 41, BrahmsPiano Quintet in F minor Op 34. 
Tickets from Stratford ArtsHouse and 01789 207100 or 
Stratford-upon-Avon Chamber Music Society 01789 
740791 


(details below) 


THE STRATFORD F ESTIVALE Orcnte Re PRESENTS 


THE SPACE BETWEEN THE STARS 


AN EVENING OF MAGICAL MUSIC AND LIGHT 


L ORCHESTRA 


THE HARE FESTIV 
ESTIVAL CHOIR 


WITH THE STRATFORD 
. PLAYING THE MUSIC OF 
HOLST-THE PLANETS 

STAR WARS 

PINK FLOYD 

. DR WHO 

SPACE ODYSSEY 

DAVID BOWIE 


‘THE GUILD =, (a ee UPON rae 
FRIDAY 23RD @ SATURDAY 24TH MARGH ¢ 8PM 
£10 TICKET TAILOR. COM + | 





Mozart Clarinet Concerto, Mendelssohn Symphony No 3, 
Brahms St Anthony Variations. Tickets on door and from 
01789 207100 www.stratfordartshouse.co.uk 
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At Ambleside care home we support residents to get the most out of 
every day. We also believe in sharing our expertise. 





Join our next event: y N 
a A ee Free } 





Tuesday 20th February 2018, 2pm - 4pm 
Our guest speaker Mary Bruce, senior lecturer from the association for dementia studies at the University 


of Worcester, will be sharing her expert knowledge on dementia, as well as offering practical advice to 
improve your understanding and approach to caring for someone living with dementia. 


The event will also include: 

¢ Question and answer session 

* Achance to meet our friendly team and take a closer look at our care home 

¢ Complimentary refreshments 

For more information or to book your free place please call us on 01789 867591 


or email francesca.brennai (a careukK.com 


Ambleside 
Evesham Road, Dodwell, Warwickshire CV37 9TG 


= =) ot , Fee | SPR r Tal =! 
OSA Li, owl ote 





Meon Vale Activites 


Holiday at Home 

— A holiday for older people unable to get away 
“Quinton on Sea” 25" and 26" July 

We hope that you will be able to join us for our two-day 
summer fun at Quinton Village Hall. 

The day begins at 10:30 am with coffee and biscuits 
followed by crafts, or entertainment and this will be 
followed by a three-course lunch. There will be further 
activity in the afternoon and tea and cake before going 
home at 3:30 pm. Each day will cost £10 or £15 for the 
two. If you have no transport this can be arranged. 

As this is a new event, numbers will be limited, so 
please contact Revd. Ros on 01789 751546 or Barbara 
01789 720630 to book your place. 


Parent/Carer, Toddler and Babies Group 

Every Thursday 10:15 am to 11:45 am at Meon Vale 
Village Hall. We welcome all babies and toddlers 

from 0-5. No charge - come along and enjoy, special 
Babies Corner, play, craft, singing and fun. Refreshments 
are supplied. A good meeting place for mums, dads and 
grandparents. Open over school holidays when older 
siblings are welcome. Please note that we will be closed 
on Thursday 28" December. 


Trips 4 U (suitable for 55+) 

Forthcoming day trips — Come along and enjoy the day. 
Plenty to see and do — Comfort Stops either way — 
Johnsons Coaches 

Spring Trip to Hanbury and Wychbold 

Tuesday 27 March 

We are off to Jinney Ring Craft Centre and Webb’s there 
is something for everyone. Cost £15 per person. Full 
amount to be paid by 12 February. Pick up Points Meon 
Vale — Londis Shop 9 am; Lower Quinton — Corbett 
House 9:15 am; Clifford Chambers Bus Stop 9:30 am. 
Depart Wychbold at 3:30 pm 

Cardiff Bay 

Tuesday 1’' May 

A fantastic new development with a few shops and plenty 
of restaurants or maybe a trip around the harbour. If you 
wish to go to the city centre then just “Hop on the Hop off 
Bus” and see the youngest and fastest growing Capital 
City in Europe. Home to many leading famous attractions 
and excellent shopping! Cost £22 per person. Full amount 
to be paid by 9" April. Pick up points Clifford Chambers 
9 am; Lower Quinton 9:15 am; Meon Vale 9:30 am. 
Depart Cardiff Bay 4:30 pm. 


Community 


Nosh and Natter - Lunches for older and disabled people 
Lunches are held on the second Monday in the month. 
11:30 am to 2 pm at the Ashwin Suite, Stratford Agri Park 
Cost £8.00 per person, Transport can be provided (£3 
return) 

12 February - Early Valentine 

12 March - Something Fishy 

9th April - Late Easter Lunch 


Family Breakfast Club 

Saturdays, 20" January, 17" February and 17 March 

9 - 10:30 am at Lower Quinton Village Hall. 
Bacon/Sausage rolls and toast. Hot and Cold Drinks. 
Come along and have Breakfast whilst children play or do 
craft. Donations toward Quinton and Meon Vale Toddler 
Group. Contact Clara on 721018 


The Ark (Messy Church — ideal for families) 

Activities, craft, singing and finishing with refreshments. 
Fourth Saturday in each month 4:30 pm — 5:45 pm at 
Meon Vale Village Hall, 27" January, 24 February, 24" 
March. Come and join in the family fun, ending with a hot 
meal, fruit, cake and squash. Contact Revd. Ros on 
751546 or Barbara on 720630 


Community Bingo 

Meon Vale Village Hall, Fridays, 7 pm for 7.30pm start, 
26" January, 25 May: Children over 10 welcome. Great 
Prizes Refreshments and non-alcoholic drinks provided, 
Bring your own booze: Great Tombola. 

In aid of Meon Community Fund 


For more information about any of the events listed, please 
contact me. 
Barbara Craig 720630 








Crafts 


Come Music 
and join Bible Based 
the Celebration 
family Refreshments 


fun! 
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The River Avon 


The River.Avon and Welford 


PART 3 - FLOOD: AND FROZEN RIVERS 


This was written some time after the 
flood and it is believed the year it 
happened was 1587 not 1588 - that 
does nothing to alter the magnitude of 
the flood. Incidentally 1588 was the 
time of the Spanish Armada. 


Many readers will have experienced 
major floods in the village in recent 
times but one flood in 1588 was 
recorded in vivid detail. 
"The 18th July anno domini 1588 in 
the morning there happened about 
eight of the clock in Avon such a 
sudden flood as carried away the 
hay about Avon did and much harm, 
yet was higher than ever it was 
known by a yard and a half and 
something more. 
Old father Porter never knew it so 
high and dwelling in the mill house 
he knew it under his bed. It came so 
suddenly that John Pennes wife, 
then Millard, was so amazed she sat 
till she was almost drowned and 
was well nigh beside herself. It took 
away ten carts out of one town and 
three wains with the furniture of Sir 
Thomas Lucies, it broke both ends 
of Stratford bridge. It drowned three 
furlongs of corn in Welford field. It 
was so high at the highest that it 
unthatched the mill. It did take 
away suddenly one daughter of 
Grafton out of Hillbrow meadow, 
removing of a haycock but she had 


Joyce Skinner, recorder of many 
village events, has provided 
reminders of the 1998 flood with 
sheep having to be rescued from 
land near the river and a caravan 
wedged under an arch of Binton 
bridge 


no shift but getting on top of the hay 
cock and was carried thereupon by 
the water a quarter of a mile, well 
nigh until she came to the very last 
banks of the stream and there was 
taken into a boat and so saved. Both 
she and two who rowed, boat and 
all, was likely to be drowned but 
other came and rescued them. It 
rose a yard every hour from eight 
‘til four. It came into the parsonage 
at Welford orchard and filled his 
fish pool. It took away the sign post 
at the Bear Inn. It carried away 
Edward Butler's cart and was seen 
beneath Bidford. And it came into 
the vicarage of Weston and made 








Adam Saunders thence remove - 
and took away half and hundred 
pounds of hay". 
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Mike Shepherd getting back to 
Mill House from dry land in the 
1998 flood 








In a marked change from floods 
there is a scene in Stratford with 
walkers on the ice in 1947 when 
the river froze and Welford 
villagers on the Avon when it 
froze in 1940/41 





— — 


The river frozen again in 1962 


In a personal anecdote Bernard Harris 
remembers his father and, with some 
reluctance, his mother, riding their 
bicycles on the ice from the Mill to the 
Four Alls. He also recalls having to 
walk home from Stratford Grammar 
School when buses stopped running; it 
was good getting off school but a long 
walk to Welford especially up an icy 
Borden Hill. 

Barrie Russell 


St. Peter’s Church, Welford 
and Warwickshire County Council 





Mobile Library 


If you enjoy coffee, company 
and books then you'll love this! 


St. Peter's Church, Welford is working with the Warwickshire 
County Council Mobile Library Service to offer free 
refreshments in the Church Rooms whilst the Library Van parks 
in the car park. 

Whether you want to come along for coffee, company or 


books you are welcome. 





Ehjoy smooth skifisay goodbye" Mobile Library stops in Welford... 
Treatments start from only £10 


Intense Pulsed Light is a revolutionary light treatment, offering a long-term 


14.00 to 14.20 The Church 





solution to unwanted hair - suitable for all areas of the body, including the face. 


IPL can be used for for skin rejuvenation « thread veins * acne « pigmentation. 14.25 to 14.45 The Church Rooms 23 January 2018 
It is pain free, non-invasive and results can be seen in just a few sessions. (with refreshments from 14.00 to 15.00) 13 February 2018 
For more info please call Monica on 07891 663335 6 March 2018 
as 14.50to 15.10 The Maypole 27 March 2018 
monicabiaf@gmail.com 
UUfaltelg JKS Nol Laser & 1PL manufacturer and supplier to the NHS www. beautyinaflash.co.uk 
ow for . 
Book n _ <%@> 20 G2. . ( We continue to offer a great range of 


~ COTTAGE ~ \ REAL ALES, BEERS, 
eX CONTENT LAGERS, CIDERS AND 


. HOME COOKED FOOD. 


| iS COUNTRY PUB 
Special Offers for January Ge fled §6OUIZ NIGHT 
2 Sunday Roasts for £15” 


Every Thursday evening 
Add starters or a dessert off the main menu for £3.00 each. IR aaaerey om. FREE ENTRY. 
Children’s Sunday Roast for £1.95” Tel Wint'3: 3 i A. 
with every adult roast ordered. a 


2 Main Meals for £15” - Xd... 
from the Specials Menu Board, from Monday to Saturday, Se ior Citizens 


“Special offers are only valid if you bring this advert with you. Lu nch Specials 
Only one voucher per table, booking required. 
Please confirm voucher use when booking. 











‘continue every day, 
Mondayathrougn Sarees 


15 Welford Road, Barton, Nr Bidford on Avon, Warks, B50 ANP 
www.cottageofcontent.com 
01789 772279 ¢ cofcontent@gmail.com 


TheCottageofContent 


What's on in Welford 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 6th February - Memorial Hall 


St Peter's Messy Church 
4:00 pm Sunday, 11th February - Memorial Hall 


Mobile Library Service 


2:00 pm Tuesday, 13th February - Various Locations 


Avon Cat Rescue Jumble Sale 


2:00 pm, Saturday 17th February - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 


7:15 pm Tuesday, 20th February - Chapel Rooms 


Hope & Kindness Fund Raiser 
7:00 pm, Saturday 3rd March - Bowls Club 


Mobile Library Service 
2:00 pm Tuesday, 6th March - Various Locations 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 6th March - Memorial Hall 


St Peter's Family Service - Mothering Sunday 
11:00 am Sunday, 11th March - St Peter's Church 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 20th March - Chapel Rooms 


History Society: Education & Schooling in 
Welford and Weston 
7:30 pm Friday, 23rd March - Memorial Hall 


St Peter's Messy Church 
4:00 pm Sunday, 25th March - Memorial Hall 


Mobile Library Service 


2:00 pm Tuesday, 27th March - Various Locations 


St Peter's Family Service - Easter 
11:00 am Sunday, ist April - St Peter's Church 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 3rd April - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 17th April - Chapel Rooms 


History Society - AGM, Quiz, Fish & Chips 
7:30 pm Friday, 20th April - Memorial Hall 





Village Directory 


Local Council 


Parish Council 

Chairman 

Parish Clerk 

Finance, Deputy Chair 
Planning, Synder Meadow 
Traffic, Flood Action Group 


Village Maintenance, School Liaison 


Community Liaison, Cress Hill 
Footpaths, Defibrillators 


Responsible Finance Officer 
Parish Website Manager 


Simon Carter 
Cat Price 

- Vacant 

Jamie Hockaday 
Debbie Jones 
James Kimpton 
- Vacant 

Brian Stanford 


John Wibberley 
Colin Winston 


T: 0771 521 1340 (office hours only please) 


E: welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


District Councillor 
Peter Barnes 
T: 01789 750837 


E: peter.barnes@stratford-dc.gov.uk 


Community 

Allotments 

Linda Horrocks 

E: peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 
Art Ml | 

T: 01789 750940 (Jill Rose) 


History Society | 
T: 01789 750716 (Brad Plimmer) 


ROEEINE 19 Crisis 
T: 01789 750329 (Jan Harris) 


Oil Consortium 

T: 01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) 
E: glenisdyer@gmail.com 
Sports 


Sports Club 
T: 01789 751488 (Chris Fox) 


Bowls Club 


T: 01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) 


Amenities 


The Bell 
T: 01789 750353 
W :thebellwelford.co.uk 


The Four Alls 
T: 01789 751329 


W: thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 


Lad ole Bureners 
89 750213 

E Hevea EACeearell com 
W: maypolebutchers.co.uk 


ray 9 750066" 


Memorial Hall 
T: 07548 129880 


County Councillor 

Mike Brain 

T: 01789 720728 

E: cllrbrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 


Over 60s Club 
T: 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Scout & Guide Groups 
T: 01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 


Welford Wives 
T: 01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 


Police Community Support 
Officer 

Becky Morris 

T: 07823 533488 


Safer Neighbourhood Team 
E: alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


Cricket Club 
1: 07974 147182 (Wyn Owen) 


Football Club 
W: welfordfootballclub.co.uk 


Methodist Church 
Ros ee 

T: 01789 740538 

E: RMOLJ8)RO@gmail.com 


St Peter's Church 
Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
T: 01789 751546 


The Shakespeare 
T: 01789 751116 
W: theshakespeareinnwelford.co.uk 


Welford Garage 
T: 01789 75020 


Welford on Avon Primary School 
T: 01789 750 214 


If you have any feedback please contact: 
welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


